Conservative treatment of a paracardial abscess following post-infarct patch grafting.
A patient with previous patch grafts at the site of a ventricular aneurysm and over an ischaemic septal defect presented with an oval hypodense mediastinal mass consistent with a mediastinal abscess with blood cultures positive for Staphylococcus aureus. Surgical re-operation in this region was considered to be too risky and conservative treatment was pursued. Antibiotics were continued for a total of nearly 5 months of treatment. A computed tomographic scan prior to discharge indicated that the abscess was completely resolved.